Duration

THE DUBATION OF A COPYRIGHT for a published work is 28 years, start-
ing from its first publication date. At the end of that time it can be
renewed for 28 years (see Renewals). The 28-year statutory copyright
of an unpublished work is understood to begin- at the time of its
deposit at the Copyright Office. When a work is published serially,
the copyright starts with the dates of its serial publication, thus mak-
ing a series of copyright terms. If it is later published in book form,
and new material is added for which a second copyright is secured,
the new material is protected for 28 years from the date of publica-
tion of the book version. Thus in determining whether or not the
copyright of a book is still in effect, it is unsafe to estimate from the
first copyright date on the notice, if there is more than one. From
the point of view of the copyright claimant, it is also dangerous to
take out a second copyright for a work unless the new material is
appreciable. The courts are not sympathetic towards attempts to pro-
long copyright by the registration of a new copyright for every minor
change. A reprint with only typographical corrections is not entitled
to a new copyright (see New Editions, etc.).

A copyright is presumably invalidated if the year given in the
notice is later than the year of publication. Since the beginning of
1944 the Copyright Office has registered works with postdated notices,
but it advises the applicant that in the only case that ever came to
court (in 1848!) it was declared that the copyright of a postdated
book was invalid. The notice should be corrected immediately. If the
year in the notice is earlier than the actual publication, the copyright
is not voided, as in this case the public benefits. But the term of the
copyright starts on the last day of the year recorded in the notice,
rather than on the day the work was published.

In most foreign countries copyright' endures for the author's life
plus 50 years. This is almost invariably longer than the term in the
United States, since our renewal term is really a new copyright period
and often is lost through the failure of the proper person to make
application within the time limit fixed by the law. Thus the illogical
situation often occurs that an American book is in the public domain
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